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Agreement of Kathie Digillo and the Waller County District Attorney’s Office
1. True Blue is awarded ownership of 24 horses not awarged to Digillo or others.

1. Digifo s awarded saven horses to be chosan by har after payment of restitution to Trua Blue
through the District Attorey’s Office. Digilio shall selact the seven horses within one waeak of
har final relmbursement payment due on September 16, 2016. These horses shall be returned
to Digilio only after satisfactory certification of the property mantioned below. In the event that
the property is not certified, Digillo shall ba responsible to pay for thelr care and upkeep with
Teue Blue or shall make satisfactory arrangements with 3 third party to maintain the quailty of
life and standards under the care of True Blue. sShould this occur, the District Attorney’s Office
shall continue ta monitor the horses and ensure that their quality of iife ks malntained, but the
defendant shall be responsible for the costs.

3. Three individuals shall complete paperwark of submit bills of sale to the District Artormey’s
Office in order to acquire three horses that were purchased prior to the selzure. Once the
paperwork Is completed or submitted to the District Attamey’s Office, these three (ndividuals
shall be awarded ownership of these harses by the court. One of these hocses i3 identifled a5
*Fiyer" and he shall be picked up upon peyment of 512,000 resthution made out to True Blue.
The ather two horses shall be picked up by their owners or qualified designees afier the
remaining restitution hes been paid to the District Attomey’s Office, namely the sum of
$18,000.00 due on September 16, 2016 payable at the District Attorney’s Office. These horses
shall be pickad up by thelr ownars after submitting the documents mentioned above.

4. Once the restitution mentioned above is peld to the District Attorney’s Office, the ten horses
mantioned sbove shall no longer be the property of True Blue.

5. Digilio's property shall be Inspected and certified as safa for horses by qualified veterinary swaff at
Brazos Valley Equine Hospital or veterinary staff with similer quaiifications {BVEH etc.) acceptable
to the District Attorney’s Office with Digillo being responsibie for payment. This shatl include
certification that the property Is able to safaly house horsas, that proper food and numrition
requirerants are avallable for the horses, that proper and recurring veterinary caré for the horses
is provided, that the horses not be confined in iInhumane ways, that proper care and feeding Is
accurring, and that the property is reasonably safe from parasites and salmonelia according to
accepted vetrinary standards. These certifications shall be routinely made (st least threa times 2
year) by these agreed upon facilities while the horsas are In the possession of Digllle.

6. Digilio shell not be allowed to acquire any new horses aither on her property or on any other
property. Digllio shall not breed eny horses or allow any harses on har praperty o breed.
Digllto shall amploy humeng and reasonably accepted measuras to ensure that the horses do
not breed and bre enclosed in facllities that are reasonably accepted for rearing horses. Digliio
shall not use third partles to do any of the acts mentioned above.

7. The horses on Digllio's property are not allowed to breed. To ensure that no horses breed,
accepted methods shall be instiuted and shall have the best welfare of the horses as the
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primary goal. These measures chall be approved by BVEH etc. and submitted to the District
Attorney’s Offica for accaptance,

Digllio, at her expense, shail ensure periodic Inspections of her praparty at least three times 2
year to ensure that the proparty is safe for horses. Digilic shall have BVEH etc. staff routinely
inspect the horses to ensure that they are heaithy and ensure that adequate food and water is
avaliable through accepted techniques.

Digilio shall ralmburse Trug Blue in the sum of $30,000 for the care of the horses Including
$12000 paid by September 2, 2016 and $18000 paid within two weeks. Paymant shall be made
to the WCDA who shall then tender the amounts to True Blue.

Any violation of this court order and agresment shall result In the return of the animals to any
appropriate charity for adoption.

Digliio shall hava » reasonable amount of time to make remediation atiempts at any violation of
the above agreement. Should the parties fall to agree what 2 reasanable time s, then the
exparts at BVEH atc. shall detarmine the time at the expense of Digilio.

This agreement is only valid batween and applicable to the District Attorney’s Office and the
defendant through the court and the court order entered September 2, 2016, No other parties,
Including True Blue, are parties to this agreement.

. The defendant shall not usa sry third person or other party to obtain horses or for the purpose

of violating this agreemant and court ordar.

. The defendant shall lose all rights of appeal (including writs) In reletion to the the possession of

the horses and this agreement. The criminal case and appaals therefrom are not affected by
this hearing or this agreement.

This agreement is a reflection of the agreement and court order ente rable Court on

September 2, 2016 and is adopted by the Courtas the final and bindi
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Assista

nt District Attorney
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Honorable Charles Karisch
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ludoe Charles ). Karisrh

ORDER: CRUELLY TREATED ANIMA HEARING (Sec. 821.023, H.S.C.)
CAUSE NUMBE&C&M‘%@

IN RE:
§ IN THE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT ONE

§ CITY OF HEMPSTEAD
§ WALLER COUNTY, TEXAS

ORDER

On this the ¢~ day of SQ-'P tewm ber . 20_[f . came to be considered the above-referenced matter. This
Court, having determined that it has jurisdiction over the subject matter in controversy and that venue was proper,
heard the evidence, and considered all pleadings on file with the Court, and having considered the same,

THIS COURT FINDS that Respondent, Kathie Digilio as owner(s) of the following described animal(s):

see aftaclhmwent ope 'n searclh reecr regpt

ABWHEHS ).

did cruelly treat the animal(s) by _
improperly caring for the borses and meaintaia) 7
oo many Wonrses Dn ev Propeyty (describe the cruel '
ireatment), and IT'1S THEREFORE ORDERED that said owner($) be divested of ownership of said animal(s);

) nmme(7 27 horses llaclua)l'f)j three sold
prior to seizure
) 3¢ coort order cnd Qﬁreem&/\"f reflected and

ent evre by e partios
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED (check one)
“—tharsaid animal(s) be sold by public auction, with the proceeds from the sale of the animal to-be first applied
-te-the-costs ordered below.

that said animal(s) be given to a Justice cr%c?unty animal shelter or a nonprofit animal welfare

organization, namely T roe ve (5Pec,'$,'c¢.,([7 ~ 4 haorses
as  pev [he C‘-(ﬁlf?aubled\f between he Stete of

Texas ond e QQT%JaM), Three lLorses
q’n<[ud¢'nj f(F(yor" returned o the)r D neyvy
Pev [he agreewment




TH s myw H\d- seven Mr:czdr Be reformes) per agveeuent,

Ot O De ® 0 a O - OUIUDC

b ' doi : i i y destro

IT lS FURTHER ORDERED that th&meppmemmmmﬁﬁ————*—‘—

( The Court ﬁnds that the estlmated costs l:ke]y to be mcu'red to
house and care for the impounded ammal during the appeal process is $_38, OLO It is therefore ORDERED

_._....f.....__..—
that the amount of bond necessary to perfect an appeal is 3£ OO0 (sum of the ordered costs and costs
likely to be incurred).

(\JAA/\QSLA_,J KDJ\‘U“-'CL

Justice of the Peace, Precinct One
Waller County, Texas
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Waller county horses fron: 31125 Hegar Rd.

C".ne

T4 } Description | Sex Age | Body | Location !
‘ Score
| 1 | Two white back legs, 1 front right sock, blaze Mare Adult 4 Austin Co - Kristy
2 | Brown, | back left stocking and front left, blaze Boy Baby 2 Austin Co - Casie
3 Gelding, four white stockings, blaze, red Gelding | 7 years 5 Wash co -Mel
4 Two front socks and back right , stripe, red Gelding | 8 years 4 Austin Co - Faye
5 Red, front left sock, blaze Mare Adult 1 Wash Co —-Mel
6 | Brown, 2 rear socks, front left sock, star, strip Mare Young 2 Waller Co - Ellen
7 | Gray stallion, front left stocking, rear 2 stockings, | Stallion | Syears | 3.5 Wash co -Mel
blaze
8 Brown, front left sock and two back socks Mare | Adult 4 Wash Co - Cindy
9 Brown, 2 back socks, front right sock Gelding | 2 years 1 Waller Co - Ellen
Drags back leg — old injury as per vet
10 Gray stallion, blaze, stockings Stallion | 6 years 3 Wash Co- Mel
11 Red, 1 right front and 1 back left stocking Mare Adult 4 Austin Co - Dav
12 Sarrel, 2 front socks and left rear sock, blaze Mare Adult 4 Austin Co - Casie
(BRED) |
13 Bay, four socks, blaze Filly Young | 2.5 | BurlesonCo-Lynne |
14 Red, Right rear sock and left rear stocking and 2 Gelding | Young 3.5 Austin Co - Faye
front stockings, blaze
15 Big Bay — no markings Mare Adult 4 Austin Co — Amy
16 Red, 2 front stockings, RR stocking, blaze (BRED) Mare Adult 4 Austin Co - Kristy |
17 Brown, 4 socks and a blaze Mare Adult 3 Austin Co -Kristy
18 Red, four stockings, blaze Filly Young 3 Austin Co - Dav J
19 Red, 2 rear socks, blaze Mare Adult 3 | WashCo-Cindy |
20 Sorrell, crypt orchid, blaze, front stockings Boy | Yearling 2 Wash Co -Mel
21 Red, rear left stocking, front left sock Mare Adult 3 Waller co - Ellen |
22 Red, front right sock, two back socks Filly | Young | 15 [
Waller Co - Ellen |
23 Brown mare, blaze, rear socks Mare Adult 2 Harris Co-Linda
24 Gruella baby of #23, blaze Filly Baby 3 Harris Co-Linda
25 Red, two back stockings Mare Adult 3 Brazos Co - Mary
26 | Red, left rear stocking, right rear stocking, blaze Mare Adult 2.5 | Brazos Co - Mary
27 Star, strip, 2 front socks left rear sock, right rear Filly Young 3 BurlesonCo-Lynne
white above hock
28 Brown, Four socks, blaze, mama to 27 Mare Adult 3 Austin Co - Casey
29 Brown, 2 rear socks, front left sock, blaze Mare Adult 3 Austin Co - Casey |
30 Brown, 2 rear socks, white on front left above Mare Adult 3 E BurlesonCo-Lynne |
pastern, cut on back leg. Vet Report j ;
31 | Red, plfsze, 4 stockings, blind in left eye (old injury) Mare Adult 2.5 | BurlesonCo-Lynne f
Uveitis — had an old mask on that was shredded i
and falling off. Has a new mask now. Vet Report '
32 Brown, strip, 2 rear socks Mare | Adult 2 | Waller Co—Ellen |
Atre hment
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Waller county horses from 31125 Hegar Rd.
33 Red, 2 rear socks, strip (BRED) Mare Adult Waller Co - Ellen
Injury at coronet band and blind in one eye.
Old injury as per the vet
34 Brown, white strip, 2 rear socks Gelding | Adult Austin Co - Amy
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July 10, 2015

Mr. Elton Mathis and Warren Deipraam
Waller County District Attorney Office
645 12th Street

Hempstead, TX 77445

Dear Mr. Mathis and Diepraam:

On Monday. June 1. 2015, we visited vour office in Hempstead, and from there, we (along with
yourselves, the Waller County Judge [the Honorable Mr. Trey Duhon]. and 4 volunteer animal -
handlers) visited the property of Dr. Kathy Digilio at 31125 Hegar Road. Hockley, Texas in
Waller County. This letter summarizes our assessment of the condition of the horse herd at that
time.

The property reportedly is comprised of 28.17 acres, including a house, a feeding area. some
pasture land, partially wooded areas and a sizable pond. On the day of our visit, the ground was
very wet which made it difficult to see all the property: however we think we saw all the horses
on the property. We were not provided with any receipts or written evidence of feed or hay
invoices nor were we provided with any clear evidence of vaccine or anthelmintic purchases or
Coggins testing. Our assessment is limited to what we were able to witness on this single visit
and the answers the owners gave to our questions. We were not present at the time that horses
were being fed. so we were limited to what the owner told us that she provided in tems of hay.
grain. vaccination, anthelmintic care, dental care and other health management efforts.

In regards to the facilities on the property, most fences were in marginal condition. This was
especially evident in the feeding and stallion areas. Field fences had extensive areas of barbed
wire that were in need of repair. There was clear evidence of extensive overgrazing of the
pasture, despite the fact that voluminous recent rains had resulted in very green forage. Access
of the horses to water was limited to 2 pond and stream with one small water tank in the feeding
area. This one water tank was not accessible by all horses on the property. The pastures were
partially wooded in some areas. Drainage in the feeding area was poor and manure build up was
extensive. There was no evidence of hay storage that we could find. Grain storage was
unprotected from rodents and moisture.

We saw 42 horses on the property, and the owner acknowledged that we had seen all of them.
According to the owner, most of the animals are of Hanoverian breeding. The herd appeared to
include horses of various ages and all genders. including foals, yearlings. adults. mares, geldings
and 2 stallions. The owner indicated that the oldest horse was approximately 15 vears old and
our assessment was consistent with that — no clearly geriatric horses were seen. The horses were

. % ~75 AH‘CALL\W\QX\T
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located throughout the property. Most of the horses did not appear to be halter broke and did not
appear to be trained either for ground handling or riding, thus we were not able to restrain
individual horses to perform complete or even partial physical examinations.

None of the horses appeared to be in immediate need of hospitalization and/or veterinary care.
We saw no horses that were coughing, overly depressed or lethargic. recumbent or overtly lame.
We saw no horses that had nasal discharge. colic, diarrhea or other obvious major medical
disorders. Although we were not able to perform complete dental examinations (due to their
limited handling), we did evaluate their ability to graze as they moved about the pasture; none of
the horses appeared to be affected by major dental abnormalities that precluded their ability to
graze grass effectively. Dr. Dominguez was able to briefly feel the teeth of 4-5 horses and none

had any obviously sharp points.

The condition of the horse’s feet was average for a herd of non-working horses in prolonged wet
conditions. We were able to observe the herd trotting across the pastures when we approached:
all horses appeared sound at the walk and trot. There were minor cuts and scrapes on a couple of
the horses, which are typical of horses housed in herds. None of these cutaneous lesions required
medical attention. We did find 1 horse with a reasonably fresh. minor heel bulb laceration. and
the owner asked the volunteer handlers to bring that horse up and she planned to treat that
horse’s hoof appropriately.

Our major concern was the body condition of the horse herd, which was in the range of poor to
fair. We evaluated the body condition score (BCS) of the horses as a herd. Normal healthy
horses should have a BCS of 4 to 6 on a scale of 1-9. The BCS of individual horses ranged from
1.5 to 5 with an average of approximately 3.0. Lactating mares, especially those that were with
both their yearling and foal, showed the lowest BCS. The majority of the foals were in
reasonable body condition. When asked about the horses with the lowest BCS, the owner
indicated that some of the thinnest animals had recently been affected with Salmonelia
enterocolitis and had been treated by herself and the veterinarians at Navasota Equine Hospital.
She described successful and heroic efforts to save a few of the animals during the critical phases
of enterocolitis. Although it is reasonable to believe that a few animals may be in poor condition
as a result of enterocolitis, it 1s not reasonable 1o assume that the whole herd is thin for this
reason. without seeing evidence of ill horses in the herd.

The size and quality of the pastures was quite insufficient to provide adequate nutritional intake
for a herd of this size, without extensive supplemental feeding with grainand hay. When asked
what the approximate size of the herd should be for this property. she acknowledged that 2
horses would be ideal.

We were also concerned that there was no effort being made to limit expansion of the herd.
With the presence of 2 stallions and numerous mares, the horse herd 1s continually breeding.
resulting in more foals each year and a further-growing population of animals that further
exceeds the carrying capacity of these pastures. The foals are not weaned and continue to add
nutritional demands on the mares.
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The commercially-sourced grain seen on the property appeared to be from a reputable source,
however there was an insufficient quantity of stored grain to feed this number of horses for more
than a couple days. Also. the amount of hay present on the property was insufficient to
supplement the herd. Throughout the feeding area. there was evidence of numerous round bales
of hay that had previously been consumed completely. The owner indicated that recent rains had
precluded her ability to access the area with a tractor to provide more round bales of hay. Only 1
round bale remained, and a limited number of horses could access that bale. Hay samples were
obtained from that round bale. Feed analyses were consistent with low to moderate quality grass
hay. Those samples were consistent with hay considered acceptable to horses. Other than this |
bale of hay, we found no evidence of additional hay storage on the property. It was unclear
where the owner would get additional hay to provide once the pastures dried up enough to geta
tractor into the pastures.

We asked the owner to describe in detail her feeding schedules with the amounts of hay and
grain provided. She indicated that additional rounds bales would be provided once the weather
dried out. She described that she provided grain to all horses daily. Some horses were fed grain
once daily and other horses were fed grain twice daily. According to her. the amount of grain for
each feeding was individualized based upon the body condition of each animal. In general, she
indicated that horses would be fed between 3 and 10 Ibs of grain each daily. Although the
amounts she described were considered reasonable, she did indicate there were times when she
could simply could not feed grain due to her work schedule or her need to be out of town for
more than a day. Clearly. the feeding schedule was very inconsistent. but the exact frequency
and duration of these periods of inability to provide grain was unclear from the owner.

Nutritionally, we were not concerned with the quality of hay or grain that was being fed. or with
the feed plan being described by the owner. Our concern is with the amount of hay and grain
that is acrually being provided to the animals. As evidenced by the low body condition score
average for the herd. it is obvious to us that the amount of feed provided each day is not
consistent with what she indicates that she is feeding. nor is it consistent with industry
recommendations. Additionally, there was little feed (grain or hay) storage visible to support the
feed program described by the owner. Furthermore. the stocking rate (number of horses per
acre) is too heavy to support a horse herd of this size without additional supplemental feeding.

When asked to describe the parasite control methods used for the herd, the owner indicated that
she deworms all the horses monthly. She indicated that she rotates dewormers monthly using an
ivermectin/fenbendazole/pyrantel rotation. The anthelmintic is top dressed on the grain. Due to
the fact that the horses were mostly not halter broke. we were not able to able an adequate
sampling of fecal samples to thoroughly evaluate the parasite burden of the herd. Also, due 1o
the severely wet conditions of the pasture, we were only able to obtain 2 fresh fecal samples in
the pasture. For those 2 fecal samples, we performed egg per gram counts, which yielded 100
and 300 eggs per gram, respectively. For such a high density of horses, we considered those
numbers representative of a low parasite burden. Although further assessment of the parasite
control program 1s indicated, we don’t attribute the poor body conditions to a primary parasite
problem at this time.
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The owner indicated to us that she utilizes feed buckets applied to the head of each horse to
deliver individual rations of grain. The bucket is applied to the muzzle and tied over the poll
with hay twine and zip ties. Although we did not witness this practice directly. she indicated that
the animals come up to the fence and she places the buckets on their head and allows the horses
to move around and eat their grain directlv from the bucket. Reportedly. when the horses are
finished with their grain, they immediately come back up to the fence and she removes the
buckets individually. When questioned regarding why she uses this method of feeding, she
indicated that this practice provides a convenient method of assuring that each horse gets access
1o its ration of grain without dominant horses consuming most of the grain and preventing others
from getting an adequate amount of grain. Considering the owner’s physical disabilities (that
were apparent as we walked through the pastures) and lack of additional sources of labor, we can
see why she may consider this method a novel and perhaps partially-effective method to
overcome her limitations.

We did find numerous buckets as she described (with hay twine and zip ties to secure over the
poll of the horse) scattered around the feeding areas. In addition, we also found some of these
buckets scattered throughout the pasture areas, which serves as evidence that the buckets were
not consistently removed immediately after the horses finished eating their grain.

Despite any conveniences this method provides, we consider this method of feeding grain
absolutely unacceptable, and we recommend that it be discontinued immediately. There are
animal welfare concerns with this method that must be immediately addressed. Such usage of
buckets is potentially dangerous to the horses. The hay twine and zip ties are made of synthetic
material that is unlikely to break in the event that the bucket becomes entangled in a tree limb.
fence, gate or other object. In that event, the horse could severely injury itself due to its inability
to free itself from the bucket. Also. horses can aspirate water and potentially even drown if they
attempted to drink water while wearing these buckets around their muzzle. Other horses may
simply avoid consuming water due to the presence of the buckets; severe health hazards may
develop consequently.

Based upon the body condition scores of the horses, it is our opinion that the horses are not
receiving adequate amounts of supplemental feed (hay and grain) to maintain a healthy body
weight. The amount of grain and hay available in storage was inconsistent with the feeding
program described by the owner. The owner appears to have a significant physical disability
which would impact her ability to physically provide adequate feed or care for this number of
horses.

We did get the impression that the owner sincerely cares for these horses emotionally. When
asked about individual animals, she knew each animals name and could tell you the full history
of that animal’s life. Her emotional attachment to each animal was obvious, which may
negatively impact her willingness to part with the animals. We have insufficient knowledge of
her financial capabilities to comment as to whether she can financially support the feed or labor
requirements needed to improve the situation.

We believe that this herd represents a situation of severe mismanagement of horses combined
with physical and possibly other limitations that prohibit the owner from providing adequate care
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to the horses. The owner’s physical and perhaps other limitations make it impossible to correct
the situation without major efforts to provide labor forces and overhaul the current feed
management program. Short term solutions that should be implemented immediately until the
herd size can be reduced include:

1.

(3]

Regardless of what the county decides to do. a current herd inventory should be
developed complete with pictures, descriptions, names and identifying marks of all the
animals. This inventory will facilitate tracking of individual horses by the authorities. It
is impossible to monitor a herd for signs of neglect when problem horses have no clear
identification.

Immediately discontinue the use of buckets place over the head for feeding grain: this
practice is unacceptable.

The horse herd should have, at all times, access to at least 4-5 round bales of quality hay
in horse hay feeders.

Provision of 12-15 inexpensive grain feeders (tire feeders can be used and placed on dry
ground) in the feed area.

a. Provision of adequate amounts of quality horse grain (3 to 5 Ibs per horse) fed
twice daily.

i. Daily versus twice daily access to grain should be based on body condition
scores.
A professionally administered deworming and vaccination program, to include current
Coggins tests on all horses.
A consistent source of labor must be identified and funded to provide hay and grain to the
animals. We do not believe that the owner is physically able to adequately take care of
this many horses alone.

a. Invite community organizations and individuals (County Agent, Local College
Groups, 4-H, FFA, Scouts, Service or Church groups) to assist with twice daily
feeding chores.

An accountability program. including evidence of grain and hay purchases, bi-weekly
random inspections, should be developed and implemented by the county, to insure
compliance with recommended improved feed program.

a. Body condition scores should be monitored as well as a method of assessing the
ongoing effectiveness of the program.

Here are some long-term recommendations that should be considered to correct the situation:

1.

Reduce the size of the horse herd on this property by 80+%.

a. Mare foal pairs should be offered for adoption or sold. The fact that the animals
are not trained for riding or handling will somewhat limit rapid placement of the
animals to new owners.

b. Young horses can be sold or offered for adoption. These animals may be easier to
place into new homes.

c. All stallions should be immediately gelded or removed from the property to
prevent additional breeding and herd growth.

d. Encourage involvement of community organizations and individuals (County
Agent, Local College Groups, 4-H. FFA, Scouts. Service or Church groups) to
help with clean-up and repair projects.

e. Final herd size should be 8 horses or less.
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In the event that the owner fails to fully and immediately comply with authorities to improve the
body condition of these animals. we believe that such action would constitute animal cruelty.

We appreciate the opportunity to be of assistance with this situation and hope that appropriate
actions will be taken to ensure the health of this herd of horses. Please contact us if further

assessment or re-assessment 1s needed.

Sincerely,

(@ Chaffin, DVM Josie Coverdale, PhD
Diplomate, ACVIM Associate Professor
Professor & Associate Department Head Animal Science

Large Animal Clinical Sciences
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Brandon Dorhinguez, DVM Robert Byrns

Clinical Assistant Professor Cavalry Site Manager/Advisor
Large Animal Clinical Sciences Office of the Commandant
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